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DONALD PIESON E AS CIENCIAS SOCIAIS NO RIO DE
JANEIRO (1942-1949): “FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
THE SOCIAL DISCIPLINES AS SCIENCES”
Resumo
Analisamos a recepcao das concepgodes de sociologia pro-
postas por Donald Pierson no Rio de Janeiro a partir dos
casos de Luiz de Aguiar Costa Pinto e Alberto Guerreiro
Ramos. Por meio de artigos, livros, conferéncias e aulas
ministradas na Escola Livre de Sociologia e Politica de Sao
Paulo, Pierson se tornou um dos principais veiculadores,
no Brasil, dos padrées de trabalho sociolégico gestados na
Universidade de Chicago. Recém-egressos do curso de Ci-
éncias Sociais da Faculdade Nacional de Filosofia, Costa
Pinto e Guerreiro Ramos travaram contato com Pierson
quando buscavam consolidar suas carreiras. Embora con-
vergindo com os interesses de Pierson relativos a profis-
sionalizacdo do oficio de sociélogo e a consolidacao da
pratica de pesquisa, ambos reinterpretaram sua “ciéncia
socioldgica”, fundada no ideal do distanciamento do cien-
tista em relagdo a esfera da agdo pratico-politica, em um
sentido mais ambicioso de intervencao social.

DONALD PIERSON AND THE SOCIAL SCIENCES IN RIO
DE JANEIRO (1942-1949): “FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF THE SOCIAL DISCIPLINES AS SCIENCES”
Abstract
The authors analyze the reception of Donald Pierson’s
conceptions of sociology in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, based on
the cases of Luiz de Aguiar Costa Pinto e Alberto Guerreiro
Ramos. Pierson is known for having propagated certain
patterns of scientific work associated with the Chicago
School of Sociology through articles, books, lectures at Es-
cola Livre de Sociologia e Politica in Sdo Paulo and confer-
ences throughout the country. Costa Pinto e Guerreiro Ra-
mos, former students in Social Sciences at Faculdade Na-
cional de Filosofia, approached Pierson’s ideas while strug-
gling to consolidate their career as sociologists. Despite
agreeing with Pierson on the importance of establishing a
professional identity and of promoting research-based in-
quiries, they reinterpreted some aspects of his “science of
sociology”, replacing the ideal of noncommitment to po-
litical and practical action with a more ambitious agenda
of social intervention.
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