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A ETNOGRAFIA DE KARL VON DEN STEINEN NO
CONTEXTO DO IMPERIO BRASILEIRO

Resumo

O inicio da etnografia sistematica no Brasil pode ser atri-
buido ao psiquiatra alemédo Karl von den Steinen, que em
1884 liderou a primeira expedicdo ao Rio Xingu. As etno-
grafias Durch Central-Brasilien (1886) e a sequéncia Unter den
Naturvélkern Zentral-Brasiliens (1894), sobre a expedicdo de
1887 a 1888, 0 tornaram o maior especialista mundial em
povos indigenas do Brasil. Este artigo busca explorar as
expedicOes de von den Steinen e seus resultados dentro de
um contexto cultural e politico especifico. De um lado, sua
abordagem tedrica fundamentava-se na incipiente antro-
pologia alema. Por outro, as pesquisas ocorreram no con-
texto da politica indigenista imperial brasileira. O império
brasileiro forneceu auxilio material e escolta militar, pois
tinha interesses, muitas vezes conflitantes, nos seus resul-
tados. O objetivo final deste artigo é contribuir para uma
andlise histérica das condigdes politicas da etnografia.

KARL VON DEN STEINEN'S ETHNOGRAPHY IN THE
CONTEXT OF THE BRAZILIAN EMPIRE

Abstract

The beginnings of systematic ethnography in Brazil can be
attributed to the German physician and psychiatrist Karl
von den Steinen, who in 1884 led the first expedition to
the Amazonian River Xingu. The ethnographies Durch Cen-
tral-Brasilien (1886) and its sequel Unter den Naturvdlkern
Zentral-Brasiliens (1894), about the expedition from 1887 to
1888, made him the world’s leading expert on Brazilian
indigenous peoples. This article seeks to explore von den
Steinen’s expeditions and their results within a specific
political and cultural context. On the one hand, his theo-
retical approach was related to German ethnology and
anthropology. On the other, the expeditions took place in
the context of the indigenous policy of the Brazilian Empire.
The Brazilian government provided material aid and mili-
tary staff, because it had interests in the researches, al-
though these interests at times were conflictive. This arti-
cle’s objective is to contribute to a historical analysis of
the political conditions of ethnography.



